THE    FLOOD    TIDE    OF    VICTORY

Squad.-Leader Murray and Ms pilots were in good heart but
rather far away from Tobrak for effective air defence of that port.
I saw more derelict 8.793, C.R.42S and Breda 88s. Then to Dema,
of which I got a fine view from the top of the hill above; it looked
an attractive little port with its white buildings and well-cultivated
gardens. During the hundred-mile drive on to Barce we passed
through quite pretty hilly country somewhat resembling southern
Italy. Everywhere the same standard pattern little white houses
with orchards and patches of cultivated ground, most of them now
abandoned by the Italian colonists for fear of the marauding
Arab who had some old scores to pay off. It was just as well
Balbo was no longer alive to see- the fate which had befallen his
colony, for it cannot'be denied that the country had been well
developed.

At Barce a very comfortable hotel with all modern conveni-
ences housed us for the night after a good dinner with Maitland
Wilson at the officers5 club. Barce is in the middle of a very fertile
agricultural district and No. 208 Squadron was accommodated in
buildings which the Italians had used as a depot for tractors and
agricultural implements.

I arranged with the General for the reduction and redistribu-
tion of squadrons. Group-Captain L. O. Brown was to be in
charge of H.Q^. (R.A.F., Cyrenaica) at Barce; No. 3 Australian
Squadron, now completely rearmed with Hurricanes., was to
remain at Benina to provide the air defence of Benghazi; No. 73
Hurricane Squadron at Gazala was to move to Bu Ained for the
defence of Tobruk, whilst No. 6 Army Go-operation Squadron
with its mixture of Hurricanes and Lysanders was to replace 208
at Barce, keeping one flight with the forward troops at Agedabia.
Before flying back to Cairo I drove along the coast road to
Benghazi. The town was much bigger than when I last saw it
twelve years before and its normal population was now .scrae
36^000 natives and 10,000 Italiansa though most of the latter had
disappeared. The Germans had given the harbour a bad bombing
the previous night using parachute mines, some of which had not
yet been located.

I lunched with General Dick O'Connor^ Commander of the
XIIIth Corps and the man really responsible for the dash and
initiative displayed in this Libyan victory. He expressed deep
appreciation of the work of the R.A.F. and showed me a copy of
a special order of the day addressed by Mm to No. 202 Group,
JLA.K It read as follows:
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